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2019 Snake River Salmon Recovery 
Board Project Application 

 
Complete Application Checklist Summary: 
Through the application process each of the following elements, depending on 
the project type, will need to be created and submitted at some point before the 
final application due date.  

� Local Snake River Salmon Recovery Board Application – this does not need to be 
submitted in PRISM, but is required and will assist in finalizing a complete 
application – many elements including the project title, description, property 
details, etc., can be copied and pasted throughout.  The SRSRB Application 
includes this entire form, the pre-application, draft application, and final application 
sections. 

� The relevant Salmon Project Proposal (Appendix C, found in RCO Manual 18), 
which includes the response to the SRFB Review Panel comments if required. 

� Three maps: 1. a general vicinity map, 2. a detailed worksite map for planning and 
restoration projects or a parcel map for acquisitions, and 3. a map showing the 
project’s Area of Potential Effect with the section, township, and range identified.  

� A minimum of two site photographs in JPEG file format. 

� The proposed project design including plans, specifications, and a design report if 
available (for restoration projects only). 

� Detailed Cost Estimate. 

� Landowner Acknowledgement Form (Appendix F, found in RCO Manual 18). 

� Barrier Evaluation Form (fish passage construction and design projects only). 

� Correction Analysis Form (fish passage construction projects only). 

� Intensively Monitored Watershed Certification (when relevant). 

� Waiver of Retroactivity (for acquisition projects only). 

� Deliverables from prior phases of the project (when relevant). 

� Project partnership contribution form (when relevant, Appendix G, found in RCO 
Manual 18). 

� Salmon Recovery Funding Board Application Authorization Form 

� RCO Fiscal Data Sheet 

� Complete required elements of PRISM Online Application: 
(https://secure.rco.wa.gov/Prism/Sponsor/Account/LogOn). 

Please contact the Snake River Salmon Recovery Board Lead Entity 
office for questions or assistance with the application and application 
process at 509-382-4115 or ali@snakeriverboard.org.  

https://secure.rco.wa.gov/Prism/Sponsor/Account/LogOn
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Pre-Application Section 
(This section must also must be included as part of the Draft and Final 
Applications if you don’t submit a pre-application). 
 

Project Title (less than 50 characters including spaces, please create a title that accurately 
reflects the project):  
Touchet River Mile 42 Restoration Project Design 

Submitting Organization:  
Walla Walla County Conservation District 
      

Project Contact Information 
(Complete for each project contact) 

 
  Mrs.   Ms.  Mr.       First Name:  Lisa Last Name: Stearns   

Address: 325 N 13th Ave  City/Town: Walla Walla State: WA    Zip: 99362 

Telephone # (509) 956-3762 Cell # (509) 386-0584                                          

E-mail address: lisa.stearns@wwccd.net  

Project Location:  Project is located in the Snake River Salmon Recovery Region, WRIA 32, Touchet 

River, on the downstream half of the Middle Touchet River MSA 2011. This reach is designated as a 

Priority Restoration Reach in a Major Spawning Area. This project is located approximately ½ mile 

below the confluence of the Touchet River and Coppei Creek, within river mile 41.5-42.5 and 1 mile 

west of the city limits of Waitsburg North of HWY 124. The Touchet River is a major tributary to the 

Walla Walla River.  T9N, R37EWM, Sect. 9 

      

Maps:  Provide both a map illustrating project vicinity and a site map.  Map descriptions can be placed 

in this section but maps should be attached as a separate page.  (Contact SRSRB staff for assistance 

if needed).   

map 1: vicinity, map 2: worksite. Map 3: MSA  map 4: APE See attached. 
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Project Description 
 

Must be less than 1,500 characters including spaces. 

Important Note: 

Many audiences, including the Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB), SRFB’s Technical Review 

Panel, media, legislators, and the public who may inquire about your project, use this description.  

Provide as clear, succinct, and descriptive an overview of your project as possible – many will read 

these 1-2 paragraphs! This project description will be used in your online PRISM application and can be 

used in the Salmon Project Proposal, please take your time to craft a well written project description. 

Your description needs to include the following:  

• Who is sponsoring the project? 

• Type of project (acquisition, restoration, development, design) 

• Location information 

• Overall specific goal to be achieved and why it is important to do at this time 

• Primary type of habitat to be protected or restored and to what extent the project will protect, 

restore, and/or address salmon habitat 

• Priority species supported 

• Primary outdoor recreation opportunity to be provided if relevant 

• What will be acquired, restored, developed, and/or designed with grant funds 

Example of a Project Description: 

The Jones Nonprofit will use this grant to acquire approximately 20 acres to protect salmonid habitat. Five of 

these acres will be restored. The property is located in B County, adjacent to Liquid Creek, east of Highway 

1101. The acquisition will help conserve the ecological integrity and biological diversity of the Liquid Creek 

watershed by protecting parcels containing critical riparian habitats and linking these parcels to existing public 

lands. The primary habitat that will be protected is riparian and in‐stream habitat. Approximately 20 acres will 

be acquired, 10 acres of riparian and wetland habitat and 10 acres of adjacent upland. Five of the riparian 

acres will be restored by planting native vegetation.  The primary species supported by these habitats are 

Endangered Species Act listed anadromous fish including coho, summer and fall Chinook, chum, and 

steelhead. 

This acquisition has been identified as a high priority for B County, and the protection of functioning habitat is 

the highest priority in the Northwestern chapter of the Salmon Recovery Plan. The Jones Non‐ Profit group has 
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 worked closely with B County, the local school district and the Friends of Liquid Creek to secure funding and 

other support for this project. The University of Fun Education has agreed to conduct the baseline study and 

develop a restoration plan. This project builds upon the Land Trust’s adjacent land holdings and the Liquid 

Creek Preserve which has already conserved 45 acres and 3,700 feet of Liquid Creek 

The PRISM database limits project descriptions to 1500 characters (including spaces); any 
excess text will be deleted.  Additional detail should be provided in the project proposal! 

Your Project Description: 
Walla Walla County Conservation District proposes to create final engineering designs for a fish 

habitat restoration project. This project is located in Walla Walla County, on the Touchet River at 

river mile 41.5-42.5, approximately ½ mile below the confluence of the Touchet River and Coppei 

Creek, 1 mile west of the city limits of Waitsburg. The proposed project reach is located within the 

Touchet River MSA, Priority Restoration Reach and a Major Spawning Area for ESA listed Mid-

Columbia River DPS Steelhead as identified in the Snake River Salmon Recovery Plan (2011). This 

is also designated a critical habitat for Bull Trout by the US Fish & Wildlife in 2010.   

The overall goals are to develop an engineered design that will ultimately restore natural riverine 

processes including increased channel roughness elements, promote sediment sorting and storage 

and create a dynamic floodplain and instream environment with complex side channels and large 

wood features. The project, when constructed, will provide Mid-Columbia steelhead adult holding 

and juvenile rearing habitat, bull trout overwintering habitat, and non-ESA listed spring Chinook 

passage and holding habitat. This design would augment three other major restoration projects 

already completed in this reach. Those projects include; Touchet River Mile 42.5 Habitat 

Enhancement, Prism # 07-1527, and is adjacent and upriver of the Touchet River McCaw Reach 

Projects Phases A (11-1580) & B (16-2099) 

 
 

Pre-Application Cost Estimate: 
 
Note: Please only use this section for the Pre-Application – the Cost Estimate for the Draft and 
Final Applications must be more detailed and in a separate document required document.  Note 
that the SRFB budget template must be used for the draft and final applications – please contact 
LE Staff for examples. 
 
As of November 2017, the Snake River Salmon Recovery Board approved the SRFB funding guideline 
of a $400,000 SRFB request cap (15% minimum match per SRFB requirements) with a 50% match 
required for the amount of funding requested above $400,000, with a $750,000 maximum request.  As 
an example, a $400,000 SRFB request would require a minimum 15% match, or $71,000 for a total 
project cost of $471,000 (note that he match percentage is calculated based upon the total project cost, 
not the SRFB request).  A $600,000 project would require the $71,000 plus an additional $64,500 for a 
total match amount of $135,500 and the SRFB request being $464,500.  
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List SRFB request, match, and total project costs. 
Budget Items SRFB Request Matching Funds Total Project Cost 
Design Engineer 42000       42000 
Engineering Technician 15120       15120 
Survey 12750       12750 
Administration   4812    6500 
Other RTT  2000  
Total SRFB Request 74682   

Total Matching Funds 2000 
Total Project Cost $76682 

  
 

 

Restoration Project Preliminary Design Requirements  
Starting in 2013, the SRFB changed the requirement for design review of restoration projects which 
exceed $250,000 in SRFB requested funds.   If your grant request from the SRFB will exceed $250,000 
you will be required to submit a preliminary design or equivalent with the final application.  Check the 
SRFB Manual18 (Appendix D) for information of the Design Requirements or contact LE Staff. 
 
 
Please check the appropriate box below as to whether the design requirement can be met. 

I have preliminary designs completed and have cross walked them w/ SRFB 
requirements  

I am currently working on preliminary design and may be able to complete by 
final application deadline  

I do not have preliminary designs and will not have them by the final application  

Evidence that this project is part of the Snake River Salmon Recovery Plan: 
List the HWS project number and the title of the project as stated in the Snake river Salmon Recovery 
Region Provisional Work Plan 2014-2019.  If project is not directly stated in the Work Plan, list the 
general project category your project pertains to and describe the correlation. 
 
 
Work Plan Number(s): 
Middle Touchet MSA 2007-2010 3-Year Plan 32-00442 and adjacent to 32-00511  
 

 

Application Example
Total SRFB Request 464,500$              
Total Match 135,500$              
Total Project Cost 600,000$              

First $400k SRFB Request 400,000$              
Match for first 400k (15% of first $400k total) 71,000$                
Total for first $400k SRFB Request 471,000$              

Total cost minus first $400k/15% match component 129,000$              
SRFB Reqest above $400k 64,500$                
Additional Match above $400k (50%) 64,500$                
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Planning Projects: Assessments and Inventories 
The Snake River Salmon Recovery Board, at its discretion*, may make up to $200,000 of its 
annual Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) project allocation available for assessments that do 
not produce site-specific project designs subject to the following conditions: 
 

• Address a high priority information need or data gap that limits subsequent project identification 
or development as identified within our recovery plan and/or lead entity strategy. 

• The regional organization or lead entity and applicant can demonstrate how the project fits in 
the larger context, such as its fit with a regional recovery-related, scientific research agenda or 
work plan, and how it will address the identified high priority data void. The Region must provide 
a letter of support for the project. The project will not be eligible to apply without a letter from the 
region. 
 

• The region and applicant can demonstrate why SRFB funds are necessary, rather than other 
sources of funding. 
 

• The results must clearly determine criteria and options for subsequent projects and show the 
schedule for implementing such projects, if funded. 
 

• Not exceed 2 years. 

Total $200,000 or less of our regional allocation*. 
 
Please see Manual 18 for more information.  
Is this project and assessment or inventory? Yes     

 
No     
 

If yes, does this assessment or inventory produce site-specific project designs? 
  

Yes      
 
No      

 
 

Assessment and Monitoring Projects: 
The SRSRB has requested that a project sponsor first seek Columbia River Salmon and Steelhead 
Endorsement (CRSSE) funding (if eligible) before making a request for SRFB funds.  Details on the 
CRSSE can be found here: http://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/crss_endorsement/.  WDFW develops project 
proposals for the Columbia River Salmon and Steelhead Recreational Anglers Board (CRSSRAB) to 
evaluate and rank.  To determine project eligibility, please work with regional WDFW staff.  If your 
project is eligible for CRSSE funding, please be advised that your project may not be funded or it may 
be funded only after receiving CRSSE funds. 
 
 
Is this project eligible for CRSSE funding (please provide relevant communications): 
  

 
Yes     
 
No     

 
This is the end of the PRE-APPLICATION 

 
When submitting your draft application, make sure to update the pre-application 
information where required as well as completing the following draft application.  The pre-
application will become part of the draft application to reduce redundant forms. 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/crss_endorsement/
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Draft Application Section 
(This section is in addition to the pre-application, please update sections 
above in the Pre-Application section where necessary). 
 

Salmon Recovery Funding Board 
 Draft Application Information 

 

Draft 
 

Date Submitted to SRSRB       

 

Vicinity / Site Maps & Photos 
Please submit photos as JPEG or other non PDF picture format.  Maps and designs maybe submitted in 
photo or PDF format.  If maps and photos were submitted with the pre-application, re-submit only if they 
have been updated. 

 Attached 
Vicinity Map  
Detailed Worksite Map (planning and restoration projects) or parcel map (acquisition 
projects)   
Map showing the project’s Area of Potential Effect (APE) with Section/Township/Range   
A minimum of two (2) Aerial or Site Specific Photos Attached  
Designs (conceptual, preliminary, or final) or Field Sketches  

 
 

Salmon Project Proposal 
To complete this section download the Salmon Project Proposal template that fits your proposed project 
and attach as a separate document.  Check appropriate box below. 
 
NOTE:  This project proposal will be used primarily to evaluate your project and is the meat of the 
application.  Please include appropriate metrics within the body of the text. 
 
The Salmon Project Proposal template documents listed below can be found at: 
http://snakeriverboard.org/wpi/salmon-recovery/lead-entity-committee/grant-applications/ or in Appendix 
C of SRFB Manual 18. 

 Attached 
1) Restoration, Acquisition, and Combination (Restoration & Acquisition) Project   
2) Planning Projects (Assessment, Design, and Study) and Combination (Planning & 

Acquisition) Projects   
3) Regional Monitoring Projects  
4) Barrier Inventory Projects   

 

http://snakeriverboard.org/wpi/salmon-recovery/lead-entity-committee/grant-applications/
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Regional Monitoring Proposal Requirements (Regional Monitoring projects only) 
The Snake River Salmon Recovery Board, at its discretion*, may make up to 10 percent of its 
annual Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) project allocation available for monitoring 
activities subject to the following conditions: 
 

• Address a high priority information need or data gap identified within our recovery plan and/or 
associated regional research, monitoring, and evaluation (RME) plan or lead entity strategy. 

• Not duplicate or interfere with ongoing monitoring efforts. 

• Be consistent or compatible with data collection, analysis, and management methods and 
protocols being used within the region and shall to the maximum extent practicable be 
consistent or compatible with methods and protocols in common use throughout the state. 

• Make data available to the RCO, the public, and the SRFB Monitoring Panel. 

• Not exceed 3 years. 

• Total 10 percent or less than our regional allocation*. 

 Attached 
Regional Organization Monitoring Project Certification  

 
 

Projects that address Imminent Threats – Population Effect Determination 
When the Lead Entity Committee reviews and evaluates project proposals, addressing an Imminent 
Threat to salmon and/or steelhead is taken into consideration Following the submission of the draft 
application, if your project addresses an Imminent Threat as identified in the Funding Habitat 
Restoration Projects for Salmon Recovery in the Snake River Region Application Booklet, the Snake 
River Salmon Recovery Board Regional Technical Team (RTT) will be consulted on the severity of 
Imminent Threats being proposed for restoration funding.  The RTT will consider population level effects 
the project may have if the project is implement and provide a technical recommendation to the LE 
Committee either (I) large improvement on a population scale or (i) minimum impact on a population 
scale for project scoring and evaluation. 
 
Early communication with the RTT during project development to discuss screen impact is critical 
Determination of project significance will be based on the perceived benefits to salmonids and be 
determined during the review process.  For screening projects, if multiple screens are grouped into one 
proposal, screens must be in the same drainage for evaluation purposes, along with screen size and 
type when possible. Specific screen locations must be identified in a project proposal rather than just a 
general action and each specific screen identified to be included in the project must have a signed 
landowner acknowledgement form. 
 
RTT Technical Opinion (Filled in by LE Staff) 

 
Population Scale (I)      OR    Local Scale (i)    
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Landowner Acknowledgment Forms 
To complete this section, download the landowner acknowledgment form (different from the landowner 
agreement form), have the landowner complete and sign the form, and submit a copy with the draft 
application.  Draft applications without signed agreement forms may not be considered by the SRSRB 
for final scoring and ranking. Remember to complete a Landowner Acknowledgement form for each 
separate Landowner. 
 
These forms can be found on the SRSRB web site at: http://snakeriverboard.org/wpi/salmon-
recovery/lead-entity-committee/grant-applications/  or in SRFB Manual 18. 

Number of Landowners and Attached Landowner Forms Number:   

 
 
 

Project Proposal Cost Estimate 
Please provide a detailed cost estimate to supplement the general cost information required by PRISM 
(it is easiest to align the cost estimate you create with the cost fields from PRISM). Applicants must use 
the existing template, and in general, restoration and design project cost estimates should separate 
costs for individual construction, design, and project administration elements and tasks (e.g., survey, 
design, permits, cultural resources, materials, labor, and equipment). Acquisition projects should 
include costs for land, incidentals (including, as appropriate, appraisals, review appraisals, hazardous 
substance assessment, title reports and insurance, baseline documentation for conservation 
easements, closing, recording fees, wetland delineation, fencing, signing, taxes), boundary survey, 
cultural resources review, demolition, noxious weed control, relocation, stewardship plan, and project 
administration. Contingency costs should NOT be included as a separate line item in the attached cost 
estimate.  For more information and eligible costs, see RCO Manual 18. 
 
For this section, you must use an existing template cost estimate which can be found on the SRSRB 
website at:  http://snakeriverboard.org/wpi/salmon-recovery/lead-entity-committee/grant-applications/  

 Attached 
Detailed Cost Estimate  

 
 

Barrier Evaluation Form (Fish Passage construction and design projects only) 
This form is used to document fish passage barrier conditions.  This form can be found on the SRSRB 
web site at: http://snakeriverboard.org/wpi/salmon-recovery/lead-entity-committee/grant-applications/ or 
in SRFB Manual 18. 
 
 Attached 

Barrier Evaluation From  

 
 
 
 
 

http://snakeriverboard.org/wpi/salmon-recovery/lead-entity-committee/grant-applications/
http://snakeriverboard.org/wpi/salmon-recovery/lead-entity-committee/grant-applications/
http://snakeriverboard.org/wpi/salmon-recovery/lead-entity-committee/grant-applications/
http://snakeriverboard.org/wpi/salmon-recovery/lead-entity-committee/grant-applications/
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Appendix C-2: 
Planning Project Proposal 

 

List all related projects previously funded or reviewed by RCO: 

Project # or 
Name Status 

Status of Prior Phase Deliverables and 
Relationship to Current Proposal? 

07-1527 Completed Touchet River Mile 42.5 Habitat Enhancement 
07-1875 Completed Touchet River Assess/Design Phase 1 
11-1580 Completed  McCaw Reach Fish Restoration Project, Phase A 
14-1895 Completed  McCaw Reach Fish Restoration (Design) Phase B 
16-2099 In progress  McCaw Reach Habitat Rest. Phase B Construction 

If previous project did not receive funding, describe how the current proposal differs 
from the original. 

Submit this proposal as a PRISM attachment titled “Project Proposal.” 

 Project brief. Walla Walla County Conservation District proposes to create a final 
engineered design for an instream habitat project to address limiting factors of 
poor water quality/temperature, substrate embeddedness, lack of large woody 
debris, lack of off-channel habitat, and other factors impeding salmon recovery. 
Once implemented the project will address these limiting factors by installing large 
woody debris structures and improving riparian function along the Touchet River to 
increase Salmonid Habitat, expand side channel accessibility and restore floodplain 
function. 

 Project location. Project is located in the Snake River Salmon Recovery Region, 
WRIA 32, Touchet River mainstem, on the downstream half of the Middle Touchet 
River MSA 2011. This reach is designated as a Priority Restoration Reach in a Major 

Project Number  
Project Name Touchet River Mile 42 Restoration Project Design 
Sponsor Walla Walla County Conservation District 
Planning Type Final Design 
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Spawning Area. The project is located approximately ½ mile below the confluence 
of the Touchet River and Coppei Creek, within river mile 41.5-42.5 and 1 mile west 
of the city limits of Waitsburg North of HWY 124. The Touchet River is a major 
tributary to the Walla Walla River.  T9N, R37EWM, Sect. 9. 

 Problem statement.  

This site is characterized by an over-straightened channel with minimal roughness and 
complexity. Upstream of this site are two exacerbating conditions. First, the river is 
confined by a flood-control levee though the town of Waitsburg resulting in increased 
velocity, high bed-scour, and reduced channel complexity leading to few pools. Second, 
the Coppei Creek joins the river here and contributes high sediment loads.  These issues 
have been worsened by historical practices such as snag and riparian vegetation removal 
and upstream agricultural practices which have left this reach with degraded instream 
habitat, reduced sediment storage, and rapid erosion, hindering the establishment of 
riparian vegetation. Extreme cobble movements have led to side channel abandonment 
as well as riparian disconnection.  

This has resulted in poor instream habitat complexity, scarce high-flow refugia, and sub-
par juvenile rearing and overwintering habitat.  The river in this reach is a single shallow 
channel that is over-widened with few pools, low cover and resting areas, and with a 
minimal potential to recruit or hold large wood. 

 List the fish resources present at the site and targeted by the project. 

Species 
Life History Present 
(egg, juvenile, adult) 

Current Population 
Trend (decline, 
stable, rising) 

Endangered 
Species Act 
Coverage (Y/N) 

Mid-Columbia River 
ESU Steelhead 

Egg, Juvenile, adult Rising Y 

Columbia River DPS 
Bull Trout 

Juvenile, adult Stable Y 

Mid-Columbia River 
Chinook 

Juvenile, adult Rising N 

    

 Describe the limiting factors, and limiting life stages (by fish species) that the 
project expects to address.  

Limiting factors, according to the Touchet River Geomorphic Assessment (2009), 
include high temperatures, restricted floodplain, and low large woody debris (LWD) 
counts. The design will include LWD structures to promote sediment sorting and 
accumulation, pooling and activation of side channels. The Limiting Factors analysis 
recommends re-planting native riparian vegetation to address fair and poor habitat 
functions. Riparian restoration and enhancement will improve riparian function. 
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The actions proposed in this project are supported by observations and 
recommendations made in the Snake River Salmon Recovery Plan for Southeast 
Washington (2011, http://www.snakeriverboard.org/resources/library.htm) 

 

 Project goals and objectives. When answering the questions below please refer to 
Chapter 4 of the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Stream Habitat 
Restoration Guidelines for more information on goals and objectives. 

 What are the project’s goals?  

Goal: When constructed, the project will increase the quantity and quality of accessible 
rearing, foraging, and in-stream habitat for ESU listed Mid-Columbia Steelhead and 
Spring Chinook in the Touchet River. It will increase the quantity and quality of accessible 
off-channel foraging and over-wintering habitat for migrating Bull Trout in Touchet 
River. We will restore and improve riparian habitat on approximately 0.5 miles of the 
Touchet River to benefit native species that require a functioning forested riparian buffer. 
When mature, the buffer will help regulate water temperature while providing shade, 
shelter, and eventually large woody debris.  

 What are the project’s objectives?  

Design Objective (1): The objective of this project is to provide a set of final 
engineered designs within 18 months of funding that adequately detail restoration 
actions. Based upon our understanding of the project reach we anticipate the design 
to incorporate these specific objectives: 

a. Improve 5500+ ft of Main/Side Channel LWD structures to provide instream 
habitat and high-flow refugia for juvenile steelhead and chinook. ” Small fish 
tend to utilize shallow areas that larger competitors or predators cannot access. 
Preferred feeding habitat involves low velocity areas immediately downstream 
of food sources.” Chapter 4 of the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 
Stream Habitat Restoration Guidelines pg. 2.34 

b. Reconnect 2200 ft of historical side channel to provide off-channel/high-flow 
rearing, foraging and overwintering habitat for all native species and lifestages. 
Side channels and off-channel features within the floodplain provide vital habitat 
to many juvenile salmonids. 

c. Plant 3000 riparian trees to provide river shade and ultimately add to existing 
LWD instream as they mature 

d. Allow 19 acres of floodplain inundation at the 2-yr. return flow interval to 
dissipate energy during floods and allow sediment to aggrade. “Besides relatively 
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sheltered rearing habitat, floodplain features provide important low velocity 
refugia during periods of high flow when fish remaining in the main channels are 
washed away (outmigrating smolts take advantage of such high flows to quickly 
move downstream).” Chapter 4 of the Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife’s Stream Habitat Restoration Guidelines pg. 2.34 

e. Engage 5 landowners, Department of Fish and Wildlife, Snake River Salmon 
Recovery Board, Walla Walla County Planning Department, CTUIR, and other 
stakeholders in design process by holding a minimum of 2 informational 
meetings 

f. Work with Columbia Conservation District to incorporate the outcome of the 
Touchet River Conceptual Plan (17-1301) into the design where possible 

g. The overall objective is to install large woody debris structures (approx. 300 
pieces) that will promote sediment deposition, encourage pool development, and 
give sinuosity to the over- straightened approximately one-mile reach to improve 
habitat for endangered fish species. “Riffles that provide habitat for the aquatic 
insects that are a prime food source are too swift for many juvenile salmonids to 
occupy, but downstream tailout pools can provide excellent opportunities for 
feeding.” Chapter 4 of the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Stream 
Habitat Restoration Guidelines pg. 2-34 

 

 What are the assumptions and constraints that could impact whether the 
sponsor achieves the objectives?  

We will not be able to take any action on the levee upstream or the confluence of 
Coppei Creek but we hope to alleviate some of their effects. Parts of the project 
are susceptible to extreme changes during high flows. Minor adjustments to the 
design may be required before implementation; these would be made in 
consultation with the local Snake River Salmon Recovery Funding Board team. 
With the involvement of multiple landowners, we may need to hold additional 
stakeholder meetings. Located within the project area is a site that has had some 
restoration work done in the past, Touchet River Mile 42.5 Habitat 
Enhancement (07-1527). We can further assess the results of that project to 
know what may or may not work in that reach. Our intention is to design and 
eventually treat a much longer reach than the previous project. 

Funding constraints are always a concern. Finding match for implementation can 
be problematic. Walla Walla County Conservation District (WWCCD) will pursue 
funding for implementation from multiple sources including USFWS, Bonneville 
Power Administration and the Washington State Conservation Commission. 
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 Project details. Please answer the questions below and all pertinent supplemental 
questions at the end of the application form. 

 Provide a narrative description of the proposed project. 

The project reach is immediately downstream of a Corp of Engineers levee in the City 
of Waitsburg and the confluence with Coppei Creek. Additional and confined flows 
exacerbate erosive force and loss of riparian vegetation. The problem is well 
understood. According to Snake River Salmon Recovery Plan for SE Washington (pg. 
158)  “The Touchet River from the mouth to the confluence with Coppei Creek 
habitat continues to be suppressed by channel stability, reduced habitat diversity, key 
habitat, flow, stream temperature and sediment load… Reduced stream channel 
complexity, confinement and floodplain function caused by past channel 
straightening, incision, loss of historic riparian forests and loss of large wood debris 
source has reduced key habitats such as rearing and wintering habitat. Stream 
temperature in the lower mainstem are also be elevated due to reduced riparian, 
confinement and poor floodplain and channel function.” The proposed design will 
address all of these concerns by including habitat elements such as large woody 
debris and engineered log jams to reactivate side channels. This design will lead to 
the implementation of much needed habitat restoration to enhance river conditions 
to benefit aquatic species. 

 Provide a scope of work and detailed list of project deliverables.  
1. Conduct stakeholder and Technical Advisory Group (TAG) meeting and site 

visits 
2. Review of Touchet River Geomorphic Assessment, SRFB-07-1549N, March 20, 

2009. 
3. Complete survey of the site. Create profile, cross sectional and topographic 

survey information to augment existing LIDAR data.  
4. Perform hydraulic, HEC-RAS and sediment transport modeling to use in design 

criteria for instream structures. 
5. Design project to improve salmonid habitat while not creating further problems 

downstream. 
6. Preliminary design, submit to TAG 
7. Final design, submit RCO 
8. Apply for construction funding 

WWCCD will engage landowners and other stakeholders in Kick-off meetings to describe 
the process and answer questions within 2 months of funding. We will conduct a profile 
and topographical survey with cross sections. With the use of the survey data and 
existing LIDAR we will do hydraulic modeling, specifically HEC-RAS and sediment 
transport. We will compute design parameters and desired outcomes by month six after 
funding. Preliminary design will be completed and ready for initial review by month 
twelve after funding .Final Design package, Report and Construction Estimate will be 
complete within 18 months after funding. 
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 Explain how the sponsor determined cost estimates. Estimate representative 
units and costs were developed from previous projects of similar scope completed 
by WWCCD, accounting for inflation and scope of work.  We have extensive current 
experience in these types of projects, having completed several in this reach over 
the past 6 years. 

 How have lessons learned from completed projects or monitoring studies 
informed the project?  We hope to incorporate state technical suggestions and 
ideas early in the process.  Our lead engineer has years of experience with the 
onsite conditions and the collaborative process needed to ensure broad support.  
Design changes and field adjustments are not unusual which makes our strong 
working relationship with WDFW and the Snake River Salmon Recovery Funding 
Board a must. The existing Touchet River Mile 42.5 Habitat Enhancement 
(Dozier) project has shown us that focusing on longer reaches and the larger 
scale problems is important to designing a lasting and effective project. The 
geomorphic assessment completed in 2008 has given us information for a broader 
scale approach to designing new projects. 

 If the project includes developing a design or a feasibility study: 

a. Will a licensed professional engineer design the project? 
Yes 

II. Yes, a licensed professional engineer with over 15 years of expertise in river 
restoration will design the project. A survey will be completed by a Professional 
Land Surveyor or our in-house engineer. Our in-house biologist/riparian 
coordinator will evaluate the current condition and assist in developing the 
riparian restoration aspect. Our engineering Technician has over ten years’ 
experience working with restoration projects and this engineer.  

 Will you apply for permits as part of this project’s scope? 
No 

 Explain why it is important to do this project now instead of later. By not 
doing this project, fish habitat will continue to be negatively impacted by the 
following: 

1. Continued high water temperatures 
2. Loss of riparian habitat 
3. Reduced floodplain function 
4. Poor cover for fish 
5. Fewer fish resting areas 
6. The middle and lower Touchet River reaches are important to steelhead and 

bull trout as winter rearing habitat.  Not completing this project will 
perpetuate existing poor to marginal conditions.  

7. The continued introduction of fine sediments  
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 If the project is: A. part of a larger overall project or strategy, B. describe the 
goal of the overall strategy, C.  individual sequencing steps, and D. which of 
these steps is included in this application for funding.  

A. This is part of an overall project to improve river and habitat conditions between 
river mile 41.4 -43.0 on the Touchet River. 

B. The overall strategy matches the goal of the Snake River Salmon Recovery Region 
Provisional 2013-2018 Work Plan. The Project Categories for Priority Restoration 
Reaches include the following:   

 
1. Restore and Protect Floodplain and Riparian Function. 
2. Restore Habitat Complexity. 

a. Enhance stream channel complexity (wood placement, structures). 
b. Extend stream length (Meander projects, & side channel construction). 
c. Minimize confinement caused by channel training. 

The project in general addresses restoration of reduced channel complexity by 
increasing LWD presence. The project also improves riparian and floodplain 
condition and increases in-channel complexity through the development of side 
channel habitat. 
This specific project meets the following Habitat Work Schedule numbers:  

  32-00390 (Increase Stream Channel Length),  
  32-00420/ (Restore Floodplain Connectivity & Function), 
  32-00300/ (Increase Habitat Complexity), 
  32-00511 (Restoration project) 

C. The Snake River Salmon Recovery Plan identifies this project as being in the 
priority restoration area of the Touchet River MSA. Limiting factors for this MSA 
addressed by this project are riparian and floodplain function, sediment inputs, 
high water temperature, instream habitat quality and quantity. In the reach where 
this project is located, a Geomorphic Assessment (07-1875) was completed, 
followed by Touchet River Mile 42.5 Habitat Enhancement (07-1527, McCaw 
Reach Fish Restoration Project, Phase A (11-1580), McCaw Reach Fish Restoration 
(Design) Phase B (14-1895), McCaw Reach Habitat Rest. Phase B Construction 
(16-2099).  All of these projects have been completed with the exception of 16-
2099 which is still in progress.  
 

D. With this project we will complete a design for the final segment of this reach. 

 Describe the sponsors experience managing this type of project. Walla Walla 
County Conservation District (WWCCD) has over 20 years of experience with 
designing and implementing in-stream work. WWCCD has staff with over 15 years 
of grant management for various funding sources such as RCO and Snake River 
Salmon Recovery funding. We have also designed completed projects through the 
Dept. of Ecology and Washington State Conservation Commission. 

 List all landowner names. Perry Dozier, Paul Lommasson, Roland Erikson, Grant 
Glaus, William & Brenda Baker, and Aldrich Sisters 1994 Partnership. 
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 List project partners and their roles and contributions to the project. 
Landowners will be engaged and will participate in developing the scope of the 
project. The local Technical Advisory Group (TAG) will be consulted early in the 
process to help guide design development. (The partner contribution form would 
not be applicable for this project.) 

 Stakeholder outreach. This project has been discussed and encouraged by the 
following entities: WDFW biologists and Permitting, CTUIR archeologist, City of 
Waitsburg city manager, Washington State Conservation Commission, Snake River 
Salmon Recovery Board, and Washington Department of Natural Resources. 

Comments 

Use this section to respond to the comments received after the initial site visits and after 
submitting the final application. 

Response to Site Visit Comments 

Please describe how the sponsor responded to the review panel’s initial site visit 
comments. RCO recommends that the sponsor list each of the review panel’s comments 
and questions and identify the response. The sponsor may use this space to respond 
directly to the comments. 

Response to Post-Application Comments 

Please describe how the sponsor responded to the review panel’s post-application 
comments. RCO recommends that the sponsor list each of the review panel’s comments 
and questions and identify the response. The sponsor may use this space to respond 
directly to the comments. 
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DESIGN PROJECTS
The costs on this page are for design projects, not for the design phase of a restoration grant. 
See Manual 18, Appendix D for additional information regarding allowable costs.

 OVERALL PROJECT GRANT REQUEST

Budget must account 
for all costs to 

complete the project

Enter only the 
amount of the grant 

request

Amount Amount Match
Funding not reported 

in PRISM

 Source (Grant, Cash, 
Materials, Labor, 
Volunteers, etc) 

Match Type (federal, state, 
local)

Category Task Description Qty Rate
Survey Survey 150.00                85.00$                         12,750$                       12,750$                       -$                             -$                             
Assessments (geologic, hydraulic, etc.) HEC-RAS & Sediment 50.00                   85.00$                         4,250$                         4,250$                         -$                             -$                             
Preliminary design for Panel review 200.00                85.00$                         17,000$                       17,000$                       -$                             -$                             
Final design Design, Report and estimate 100.00                85.00$                         8,500$                         8,500$                         -$                             -$                             
Other Engineering Technician 300.00                42.00$                         12,600$                       12,600$                       -$                             -$                             
Administrative Grant admin, etc. 100.00                35.00$                         3,500$                         3,500$                         -$                             
Data collection Riparian assessment 10.00                   40.00$                         400$                            400$                            -$                             -$                             
Other RTT Tech Assistance 100.00                20.00$                         2,000$                         -$                             2,000$                         -$                             

-$                             -$                             -$                             -$                             -$                             
-$                             -$                             -$                             -$                             -$                             
-$                             -$                             -$                             -$                             -$                             
-$                             -$                             -$                             -$                             -$                             
-$                             -$                             -$                             -$                             -$                             
-$                             -$                             -$                             -$                             -$                             

STotal 61,000$                       59,000$                       2,000$                         -$                             

Description Approved Rate  Total Project Base 
Indirect 26.580% 59,000.00$                 15,682$                       15,682$                       -$                              $                               -   
Indirect 0.000% -$                             -$                             -$                             -$                              $                               -   

STotal 15,682$                       15,682$                       -$                              $                               -   

GTOTAL 76,682$                       74,682$                       2,000$                         -$                             

Indirect Costs 

Design Costs

The Grant  Request and Match should equal the total project cost and Budget Check cell should be 0. 
Sponsors must account for all sources and types of match need to complete the project.

MATCH

https://www.rco.wa.gov/documents/manuals&forms/Manual_18.pdf
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