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Planning and Combination (Planning and Acquisition) Project Proposal 

List all related projects previously funded or reviewed by RCO: 

Project # or Name Status 

Status of Prior Phase Deliverables and 

Relationship to Current Proposal? 

Touchet Geo Asses. 

(09-1593 

Completed  Assessment documentation to be incorporated into 

developing the assessment. 

Touchet River Mile 

42.5 Assessment 

(07-1549 & 07-

1527) 

Completed Assessment documentation to be incorporated into 

developing the assessment. 

WW Subbasin plan Completed   

 Choose a status   

If previous project did not receive funding, describe how the current proposal differs from the 

original. 

Please respond to each question individually. Do not summarize your answers collectively in essay 

format. Local citizen and technical advisory groups will use this information to evaluate your 

project. Limit your response to ten pages (single-sided). You may delete the italicized portion 

of the questions and inapplicable supplemental questions to shorten the proposal. 

Submit this proposal as a PRISM attachment titled “Project Proposal.” 

NOTE: Sponsors of barrier inventory projects should NOT fill out this proposal. They instead 

should use the Barrier Inventory Project Proposal. 

1. Project location. Please describe the geographic location, water bodies, and the location 

of the project in the watershed, i.e. nearshore, tributary, main stem, off-channel, etc. 

Project Location - The project will focus on the middle and upper Touchet major 

spawning areas (MSA), Patit minor spawning area (mSA), and priority protection and 

restoration reaches as designated by the Snake River Salmon Recovery Board (SRSRB) for 

both ESA threatened Mid-Columbia steelhead and Bull Trout (rearing, over-wintering 

and spawning areas).  The assessment and conceptual design will be developed to 

consider entire watersheds on a ridge top to ridge top approach for stream reaches in 

the middle and upper Touchet MSA watersheds and Patit mSA.   

Project Number 16-2093 

Project Name Touchet River Conceptual Design Plan 

Sponsor Columbia Conservation District 
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2. Brief project summary. Summarize your project in a few sentences. Please be brief, you 

will be asked for details in the following questions. 

The project will develop a conceptual restoration plan for distinct projects areas that can 

be implemented to significantly mend habitat conditions for all life stages of ESA listed 

and other aquatic species within the basin.  The assessment will validate existing 

information, conduct habitat surveys and strengthen the technical understanding of 

physical characteristics and conditions of the geomorphic processes in the basin in order 

to identify and prioritize habitat restoration opportunities.   

3. Problems statement. Please describe the problems your project seeks to address by 

answering the following questions. 

A. Describe the problem including the source and scale. Describe the site, reach, 

and watershed conditions. Describe how those conditions impact salmon 

populations. Include current and historic factors important to understanding the 

problem. 

 

Habitat condition and function has been degraded through much of the watershed 

area that will be included in this assessment.  River channel complexity has been 

reduced through past channel management including channel confinement, removal 

of snags and clearing of riparian forests.  Residential development, recreational and 

agricultural use in the floodplain has increased channel confinement.  This project will 

provide quantifiable information on the extent of habitat restoration needs and 

options within the reach so that restoration dollars can be directed toward priority 

projects.   

 

Past and current restoration efforts in the basin are often implemented in reaction to 

flood damage or due to a request for assistance from a landowner.  While these 

approaches have resulted in habitat improvements throughout the watershed, it 

does not necessarily result in high impact actions in high priority locations. The 

proposed conceptual design is part of a large effort to guide restoration efforts and 

funding toward restoring ecosystem function in Walla Walla and Columbia County 

watersheds.  Having this conceptual design completed will aid the District and other 

entities in directing future funding to ensure high priority projects are implemented.  

 

 

 

4. List the fish resources present at the site and targeted by your project. 

Species 

Life History Present (egg, 

juvenile, adult) 

Current Population Trend (decline, 

stable, rising) 

Endangered 

Species Act 

Coverage (Y/N) 
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Mid-

Columbia 

Steelhead 

All Stable Y 

Bull Trout All Unknown Y 

Resident 

Trout 

All Stable N 

Fall 

Chinook 

All Reintroduced, Unknown N 

 

5. Describe the limiting factors, and limiting life stages (by fish species) that your 

project expects to address. 

In the Touchet River mainstem, the major current limiting factors for steelhead are 

believed to be sedimentation, habitat diversity, flow, channel stability, and temperature. 

Secondary limiting factors include predation and a lack of key habitat (primarily pools). 

The impacts of sedimentation to all life stages of steelhead are believed to be high or 

extreme below Coppei Creek; sediment impacts to incubation remain high throughout 

the main stem. Inadequate habitat diversity most likely affects all steelhead life stages to 

some degree, but the impacts on spawners, fry, and parr are greater than for other life 

stages. Excessive stream temperatures probably cause a large loss in productivity for 

steelhead spawners, incubating eggs, and fry in the lower main stem and possibly 

continue to have strong impacts on incubation through the length of the stream to the 

forks. Prominent among limiting factors is flow. Increased peak flows have the potential 

to have high impacts on steelhead fry in virtually every reach, whereas decreased base 

flows adversely impact sub yearling steelhead in most reaches.  While the project will 

primary focus on steelhead, the project seeks to address similar limiting factors and life 

states for bull trout and Chinook. 

6. Project goals and objectives. When answering the questions below please refer to 

Chapter 4 of the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s “Stream Habitat 

Restoration Guidelines” for more information on goals and objectives. 

A. What are your project’s goals? The goal of your project should be to remedy 

observed problems, ideally by addressing the problems’ root causes. Your goal 

statements should articulate desired outcomes (your vision for desired future 

condition) and what species, life stages, and time of year (if pertinent) will benefit 

from those outcomes. 

 The purpose of the proposal (to support an assessment and develop a conceptual restoration 

strategy) is to put the significant fish-bearing stream reaches in the Touchet MSA watersheds on 

the same footing as the other priority watersheds within the Middle Columbia region, for 

purposes of salmon recovery planning and implementation in the State of Washington.  

Therefore, the goal is to update the geomorphic/watershed assessment, build a prioritized  

conceptual restoration plan for the identified watersheds and to produce at least conceptual 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/publications/01374/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/publications/01374/
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reach designs for as much of the project areas identified throughout the project that addresses 

the current degraded habitat condition and function by increasing channel complexity and 

confinement, restoration of riparian areas, and implement BMP’s on distinct potential project 

areas.  

B. What are your project’s objectives? Objectives support and refine your goals, 

breaking them down into smaller steps. Objectives are specific, quantifiable actions 

your project will complete to achieve your stated goal. Each objective should be 

“SMART:” Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-bound. 

 

 Use existing data and support from the current Touchet Geomorphic Assessment and 

other projects to while filling in the gaps of information to complete a conceptual 

restoration design plan. 

 Develop a Ccitizen Technical Wwork Ggroup (Citizen Technical Work Group (CTWG) with 

representation from the Regional Technical Team and work with the Voluntary 

Stewardship Program’s Watershed Work Group (WWG) to develop working relationships 

and seek input and feedback on the conceptual restoration plan to make it 

implementable. 

 Coordinate and collaborate amongst local technical partners and landowners throughout 

the project to assist in scoping and developing the assessment and to provide input and 

vet project details. 

 Develop descrete conceptual habitat restoration plans for middle and upper Touchet 

MSA stream reaches.  The conceptual restoration plan will be used to communicate 

project concepts that address the identified limiting factors incorporating information 

that has been gleaned through the assessment process with input from project partners.  

This plan will include project prioritization for the watersheds identified in this proposal 

and will provide the basis to move forward to final design and project implementation. 

 

C. What are the assumptions and constraints that could impact whether you 

achieve your objectives?  

There have been previous projects throughout the watershed.  With these, 

geomorphic assessments have been done, but they are not continuous.  Through 

the development of this proposal, we have begun identifying existing data 

sources relevant to the project.  We have a general understanding of what data 

gaps exist.  The first step in the project is to compile existing data and determine 

additional needs, depending on the identified additional needs, funding may limit 

the extent of the project.  
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7. Project details. Please answer the questions below and all pertinent supplemental 

questions at the end of the application form. 

A. Provide a narrative description of your proposed project. Describe the specific 

project elements and explain how they will lead to your project’s objectives. For 

assessment projects, describe your design and methodology. 

We will be seeking a consultant to develop a conceptual design plan for the 

Touchet MSA.  The consultant and the District will be working with local technical 

staff and landowners to address community concerns and desired outcomes.   

Specifically project elements will include: 

 The District will host a Pre-Bid Meeting with potential contractors.  

 The District will select a professional consultant team Contractor and will 

meet to finailize project details and the project scope of work. 

 The Contractor professional consultant team will review and compile 

existing geomorphic, habitat, and biological data, including available fish 

data, analyze the existing LIDAR database for the target watershed with 

the goal of creating floodplain maps and identifying conceptual design 

reach segments. 

 The Contractor professional consultant team will conduct a hydraulic 

analysis of the target watershed, and include any hydraulic modeling 

necessary in the intended project area that has insuffient or non-existent 

data for the conceptual habitat restoration desings.   

 The Contractor professional consultant team will conduct any necessary 

biological and geomorphic assessment of target reaches that have 

insufficient or non-existent data.  

 The Contractor professional consultant team will conduct a stream 

assessment for all reaches where existing data is not available or not 

sufficient.  Use direct field observations, photographs and other 

documentation to quantify and document current stream sediment, 

wood, and fluvial geomorphic conditions, etc. Stream classification will be 

used to designate the channel type for the stream reaches of interest. 

Field reconnaissance, with the aid of aerial photo analysis, historic maps 

or archival surveys, will be used to identify areas or reaches sensitive to 

disturbance or potentially responsive to altered hydraulics or sediment 

loads. 
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 The Contractor professional consultant team will identify habitat metrics 

for each of the watersheds based on the limiting factors and preliminary 

surveys.  These metrics may include incision/confinement, levees, bridges, 

bed type, channel length, bed condition, fines distribution, available 

spawning habitat, channel complexity (side channel, floodplain 

connectivity, woody debris, etc.), pools/mile, riparian cover maturity and 

composition, etc.  Woody debris surveys will include an inventory of all 

large wood in the active stream channel, but may also include surveys of 

the floodplain and terraces.  (Metrics utilized must be consistent with 

existing data collected in the region (please confer with Snake River 

Salmon Recovery Board (SRSRB).) 

 The Contractor professional consultant team will develop conceptual 

restoration designs based upon the geomorphic assessment and available 

data incorporating feedback from stakeholder groups.  Specifically, the 

conceptual restoration plan will: 

 Develop a graphic informational system (GIS) tool combining 

LIDAR digital elevation models (DEMs), orthographic images, 

existing large woody debris (LWD) volumes, etc. 

 Define discrete project reaches with conceptual restoration plans 

that describe or outline restoration approaches. 

 Include a plan report with design concepts (120% design 

“cartoons”level with details) 

Once the plan is in place, further designs can be done to implement potential 

projects and enhance the stream corridor and all that it encompasses. This will 

include addressing issues of sedimentation, temperature, flow and habitat that all 

currently inhibit the life stages of ESA species.  

B. Provide a scope of work.  

Columbia Conservation District will be responsible for: 

 Pre-Bid meeting (January 2017) 

 Advertise /Secure a professional consultant team  (January – March 2017) 

 Project/ Contract Management  (December 2016 – December 20189) 

 Develop a local technical work group, include the watershed work group 

from the Voluntary Stewardship Plan (VSP) and the Regional Technical 

Team( RTT).  (January – March 2017) 
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 Attend/ hold sub-watershed meetings (April 2017-October 2018) 

 Grant management/ reporting  (twice yearly)  

Professional Consultant Team Responsibilities: 

 Review and compile exisiting data, including geomorphic assessment 

data, LIDAR, and fish and habitat data, along with any other previously 

collected data toand evaluate watershed health to indicate project 

opportunities and identify any data gaps.  (March 2017 – December 2017) 

o Known Exisiting Data: 

 Touchet Geo Asses. (09-1593) (including LiDAR and parcel 

data) 

 Touchet River Mile 42.5 Assessment (07-1549 & 07-1527, 

Spring Rise) (including LiDAR) 

 WW Subbasin plan  

 Coppei Creek Assessment Design (08-2039) 

 WDFW Dayton Fish Trap Data and Redd surveys 

 Touchet PIT Tag Array Data 

 East End Irrigation Diversion Improvement (13-1400) 

 Landownership/Parcel Data 

 Perform the required stream and field reconnaissance to fill data gaps.  

(March April 2017 – March 2018) 

 Identify restoration options for conceptual designs. This task would 

comprise meetings with landowners to determine if restoration concepts 

are agreeable to all involved prior to moving to site surveys and designs. 

(March October 20178 – June October 20189) 

 Develop and produce a Conceptual Restoration Design Plan (120% design 

“cartoons”level with details) using existing data and any necessary 

hyrologic anlaysis or hydraulic modeling. ( June 20189 – December 20189) 

C. Explain how you determined your cost estimates.  

Formatted

Formatted
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Our cost estimates were determined from past similar conceptual design project 

and Lead Entity input from recent like proposals.   

D. How have lessons learned from completed projects or monitoring studies 

informed your project? Sources of results may be from Project Scale Effectiveness 

Monitoring from TetraTech, individual sponsors, lessons learned from previously 

implemented projects, Intensively Monitored Watershed results, or other sources. 

 In 2011, the District completed a conceptual restoration plan on the Tucannon 

River.  With this plan the District and other entities were able to combat multiple 

limiting factors on priority project areas and enhance the river system as a whole.  

The results of implementation on prioritized project areas identified in the 

Tucannon conceptual restoration plan included lower stream temperatures, an 

increase in habitat structures, and less sedimentation.  The Touchet plan will be 

modeled after the Tucannon plan with local based knowledge and input from 

stakeholders and landowners. 

8. How does your project consider and accommodate the anticipated effects of 

climate change on salmon recovery?  

Through the development of the conceptual design, the project will accommodate for 

climate change by identifying potential project areas, which once implemented, will 

improve water quality, flow, sedimentation and temperature.  This will increase habitat 

and over all improve multiple life stages of ESA species. 

9. If your project includes an assessment or inventory (NOTE project may extend 

across a wide area and cover multiple properties). 

A. Describe any previous or ongoing assessment or inventory work in your 

project’s geographic area and how this project will build upon, rather than 

duplicate, the completed work. 

This proposal builds upon the Touchet Geomorphic Assessment (2011) which was 

used as a foundation for characterizing individual geomorphic reaches with the goal 

of selecting a preferred implementation reach.  The watershed-scale assessment 

generally focused on: 

Channel type, Floodplain and riparian extent, Channel migration or relocation or 

avulsion, Natural and anthropogenic disturbances, and Stream management activities 

such as dikes, revetments, dams, land use and infrastructure.  This information was 

used in conjunction with a formal prioritization process to objectively select a 

preferred Implementation reach for detailed assessment towards restoring concepts.  

This info also was used to delineate a general Channel Migration Zone (CMZ) for the 

upper portions of the watershed.  This planned approach will prioritize potential 

http://www.rco.wa.gov/doc_pages/other_pubs.shtml#monitoring
http://www.rco.wa.gov/doc_pages/other_pubs.shtml#monitoring
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project areas and advance towards a preliminary design and then implementation.  

This crucial step is the corner stone to the next steps.   

 

10. If your project includes developing a design or a feasibility study: 

A. Will a licensed professional engineer design your project? 

Yes 

i. If not, please describe the qualifications of your design team. 

11. If your project includes a fish passage or screening design, has your project 

received a Priority Index (PI) or Screening Priority Index (SPI) number?). 

A. For fish passage design projects: 

i. If you are proposing a culvert or arch, will you use stream simulation, 

no slope, hydrologic, or other design method? Please describe. 

ii. Describe the amount and quality of habitat made accessible if the 

barrier is corrected. 

iii. List additional upstream or downstream fish passage barriers, if any. 

12. Will you apply for permits as part of this project’s scope? 

No 

A. If not, please explain why and when you will submit permits. 

It is not anticipated any permits will be required for this project. 

13. Context within the local recovery plan. 

A. Discuss how this project fits within your regional recovery plan and/or local 

lead entity’s strategy to restore or protect salmonid habitat (i.e., addresses a 

priority action, occurs in a priority area, or targets a priority fish species). 

This conceptual design plan on the Touchet River system would expand our 

availability to improve water quality, soil quality, temperature, flows, habitat, fish 

& wildlife populations and landowner assistance.  The Touchet MSA is an area 

that we do not prioritize in part because of limited funding and the lack of a 

restoration plan.  This plan will enlarge our area of focus and give the District and 

other entitites the opportunity to utilize the plan on the Touchet River system.   

This will eventually develop and maintain a healthy ecosystem that contributes to 

the rebuilding of key fish populations by providing abundant, productive, and 

diverse populations of aquatic species that support the social, cultural, and 
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economic well-being of the communities both within and outside the recovery 

region.  The Touchet MSA has ESA listed steelhead and bull trout, as well as 

reintroduced fall Chinook and resident rainbow trout.   

B. Explain why it is important to do this project now instead of later. (Consider 

its sequence relative to other needs in the watershed and the current level and 

imminence of risk to habitat). 

The Touchet River System is well urbanized and without this conceptual design, 

the big question of “WHY” should we do work on this stream remains only 

answered by opinion.  The design could prioritize the reaches that need 

improvement and provide the scientific data to indicate the priority reaches.   

This needs to happen now rather than later because the stream has 

sedimentation, temperature, and velocity issues that need to be addressed.  

The Voluntary Stewardship Program is just lifting off the ground and with that, 

they need a Watershed Work Group(WWG) which consists of local landowners 

and technical assistance providers.  The benefit of the WWG with this design plan 

is the amount of local knowledge and participation that we could use in the 

development of future restoration plans.  

C. If your project is a part of a larger overall project or strategy, describe the 

goal of the overall strategy, explain individual sequencing steps, and which 

of these steps is included in this application for funding. Attach a map in 

PRISM that illustrates how this project fits into the overall strategy, if relevant. 

The conceptual design is critical.  The planned process will develop a priority 

restoration approach to improve water quality, water quantity and fish and 

wildlife habitat.  With these designs, we could move forward to preliminary 

designs and implementation of stream enhancement.  Not only would ESA listed 

species benefit, but the wildlife around the stream corridor and the people who 

reside in the presence of it. 

14. Project proponents and partners. Please answer the following questions about your 

organization and others involved in the project. 

A. Describe your experience managing this type of project. Please describe other 

projects where you have successfully used a similar approach. 

The District has managed the same planning approach in the Tucannon 

watershed. 

B. List all landowner names.  
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This is a large project area covering approximately 240,000 acres and 150 miles of 

priority stream reaches.  Once the plan has been done, and priority project areas 

have been identified, then landowner acknowledgment forms will be filled out. 

C. List project partners and their roles and contributions to the project. Attach 

a Partner Contribution Form (Manual 18, Appendix G) from each partner in PRISM. 

Refer to Manual 18, Section 3 for when this is required. 

Walla Walla County Conservation District: Staff time for expertise and 

coordination of landowners on stream reaches within Walla Walla County. 

We also plan to utilizie a citizen work group and the Snake River RTT and Snake 

River Salmon Recovery Board Staff.  

D. Stakeholder outreach. Discuss whether this project has any opposition or barriers 

to completion besides funding. Describe your public outreach and feedback you 

have received. Are there any public safety concerns with the project? How will you 

address those concerns? 

The landowners and participants of the citizen work group and/or Watershed 

Work Group from VSP will be providing much of the public safety concerns, but 

this may come at a later date due to priority project areas have not been 

identified yet.  

Comments 

Use this section to respond to the comments you will receive after your initial site visits and after 

you submit your final application. 

Response to Site Visit Comments 

Please describe how you’ve responded to the review panel’s initial site visit comments. We 

recommend that you list each of the review panel’s comments and questions and identify how you 

have responded. You also may use this space to respond directly to the comments. 

Draft Application / Site Visit  REVIEW PANEL comments 

Date:  June 2, 2016     Project Site Visit?  Yes  No 
Review Panel Member(s): Slocum and Toth 

1. Recommended improvements to make this a technically sound project according to 
the SRFB’s criteria:. 

The current description of the scope of work is too vague.  Task descriptions in Item 7A such 
as to do “any hydraulic modeling necessary…” and ”any biological and geomorphic 
assessments necessary…” do not provide any certainty of the technical soundness of the 
project.  The review panel spent considerable effort working with Asotin CD to develop a 
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technically sound scope of work for the Project 15-1308 Asotin County Geomorphic Watershed 
Assessment project, and we recommend that the sponsor apply a similar scope of work to the 
proposed Touchet assessment. Alternatively, the 2011 Anchor/QEA Tucannon River 
Assessment may provide a useful model for the scope of work.  Whichever model is used, the 
final proposal must clearly describe the tasks, who will do them, what the deliverables will be, 
and a schedule. 

 

We plan on utilizing a similar approach that CCD took for the Tucannon Conceptual Restoration 

Plan project and that ACCD took for the Asotin County Geomorphic Assessment and Conceptual 

Restoration Plan project.  Unfortunatley in identifying the exact details and scope of work, there 

are many ways that the goals of the project can be occomplished and the details will be fleshed 

out during the contractor selection process.  In both examples above, the specific scope of work 

details to accomplish the end goal of the project were identified in this manner. 

 

Even though the specific details in the scope of work will not be fully developed until we are 

able to advertise a request for proposals, we anticipate that the details will be very similar to the 

modified exceprt below from the ACCD scope of work: 

 

Columbia Conservation District will be responsible for: 

 Pre-bid meeting (January 2017) 

 Advertise /Secure a consultant (January – March 2017) 

 Project/ Contract Management (December 2016 – December 2018) 

 Develop a local Citizen Technical Work Group (CTWG) with representation from 

the Regional Technical Team (RTT) and Watershed Work Group (WWG) from the 

Voluntary Stewardship Plan (VSP). (January – March 2017) 

 Grant management/ reporting (twice yearly)  

 
Professional Consultant Team (Referred to as Consultant) Responsibilities: 

 Compile and Review existing data, including geomorphic assessment, 

conceptual restoration data, LIDAR, and fish and habitat data, along with any 

other previously collected data and evaluate watershed health to indicate 

project opportunities and identify any data gaps.  (March 2017 – December 

2017) 

o Known Existing Data: 

 Touchet Geo Asses. (09-1593) (including LiDAR and parcel data) 

Formatted: Indent: Left:  0.5"

Formatted: Indent: Left:  0"
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 Touchet River Mile 42.5 Assessment (07-1549 & 07-1527) 

(including LiDAR) 

 WW Sub basin plan  

 Coppei Creek Assessment Design (08-2039) 

 WDFW Dayton Fish Trap Data and Redd surveys 

 Touchet PIT Tag Array Data 

 East End Irrigation Diversion Improvement (13-1400) 

 Landownership/Parcel Data 

 Perform the required stream and field reconnaissance to fill data gaps.  (April 

2017 – March 2018) 

 Identify restoration options for conceptual designs. This task would comprise 

meetings with sub-watershed outreach groups to determine if restoration 

concepts are conceivable and agreeable to all involved prior to moving to the 

next phase of site surveys and designs. (October 2017 – October 2018) 

 Develop and produce a Conceptual Restoration Design Plan (20% design level with details) 

using existing data and any necessary hydrologic analysis, hydraulic modeling, or any other 

field reconnaissance. (June 2018 – December 2018) 

 Define discrete project reaches with conceptual restoration plans that describe or 

outline restoration approaches 

 Include a plan report with design concepts (20% design level with details) 

 

 

4.0 TASKS & TIMELINES 
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General Summary of Tasks: 

 Pre-Bid Meeting (announcement for Request for Proposals and Qualifications) and 

Revise or Adjust Scope 

 Consultant Selection  

 Compile and Review Existing Data 

 Analyze Historic and Current Aerial Photos 

 Public Outreach 

 Topographic Survey 

 Stream Reconnaissance Assessment 

 Hydrologic Analysis 

 Sediment Budget 

 Hydraulic Modeling 

 Channel Stability Analyses 

 Concept Development and Review 

 Draft Report review #1 

 Draft Report #2 

 Final Report 

 

Specific Tasks to be Included and Timeline: (Also refer to Table 1) 

 Interested consultants are encouraged to participate in a conference call or pre-bid 

meeting hosted by the CCD to review and ask questions about the project as well as 

revise or adjust the scope of work so that the project goals will be met (January 17, 

2017).  

 Professional Consultant Team proposals are due (February 16, 2017). 

 The selected consultant will be selected at the March 2017 board meeting and will be 

expected to meet with the CCD to finalize the details of reach size and resolution 

needed for meeting overall goals.    
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 The consultant shall review and compile existing geomorphic, habitat, and biological 

related data, including available fish data (known fish habitat locations, survivability 

and use by species and life stage, run timing specific to the watershed, historic 

population numbers, and any relevant genetic information available) (March 2017-Dec 

2017). 

 The consultant shall analyze the continuous LIDAR database for the target watersheds.  

The goals of this task include creating floodplain maps and identifying conceptual 

reach segment designs (likely February-October 2017).   

 The consultant shall conduct a hydraulic analysis of the target watershed in areas where 

data is unavailable or insufficient (As agreed upon by CCD and Consultant, likely 

February-October 2017).   

 The consultant shall analyze and incorporate the completed sediment budget in areas 

where data is unavailable or insufficient for use in the geomorphic assessment and 

conceptual restoration plan (likely February-October 2017). 

o A stream assessment will be conducted for all areas where data is unavailable 

or insufficient in priority study reaches.  Use direct field observations, 

photographs and other documentation to quantify and document current 

stream sediment, wood, and fluvial geomorphic conditions, etc. Stream 

classification (the Channel Evolution Model as described by Schumm, Harvey 

and Watson (1984); Classification of Natural Rivers by Rosgen (1994); 

Channel classification by Montgomery and Buffington (1993); other 

appropriate classification systems) will be used to designate the channel type 

for the stream reaches of interest. Field reconnaissance, with the aid of aerial 

photo analysis, historic maps or archival surveys, will be used to identify areas 

or reaches sensitive to disturbance or potentially responsive to altered 

hydraulics or sediment loads. 

o The professional consultant team will identify habitat metrics for each of the 

watersheds based on the limiting factors and preliminary surveys.  These 

metrics may include incision/confinement, levees, bridges, bed type, channel 

length, bed condition, fines distribution, available spawning habitat, channel 

complexity (side channel, floodplain connectivity, woody debris, etc.), 

pools/mile, riparian cover maturity and composition, etc.  Woody debris 

surveys will include an inventory of all large wood in the active stream 

channel, but may also include surveys of the floodplain and terraces.   

Commented [JF1]: If needed, this might have already been 

done to the extent necessary in the geomorphic assessment 

by GEO. 

Commented [JF2]: Same as above. 
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o Metrics utilized must be consistent or comparable with existing data collected 

in the region (please confer with Snake River Salmon Recovery Board 

(SRSRB). 

 Develop conceptual restoration designs based upon the geomorphic assessment and 

available data incorporating feedback from the local work group and sub basin outreach 

groups (likely quarterly meetings/progress check in with the CCD and consultant 

between April 2017-October 2018, 1st draft April 2018, 2nd draft October 2018 final 

products December 2018 (or as negotiated during contracting). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1. General tasks and approximate timelines for the Touchet River Conceptual Design Plan. 

 

Commented [JF3]: We might consider breaking this out by 

sub watersheds for implementation and outreach 
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J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D
Pre-Bid Meeting

Proposal Due

Contractor Selection

Collect and Review Existing Data

Landowner Outreach and 

Approval

Collect additional required 

information for the data gaps 

including field recon

Compile and Analyze Data

Develop Conceptual Designs 

based upon Assessment and 

conducted required field work

Progress Check in between CCD 

and Consultant

Meeting with Citizen Technical 

Work Group (CTWG)  

Concept Restoration Plan draft 

incorporating input from RTT, 

CTWG and Landowners

2017 2018

 

 

Please clarify the geographic scope of the proposed assessment.  To what extent will U.S. 
Forest Service lands in the upper Touchet River basin be included within the assessment and 
the development of conceptual designs?  During the project presentation, the sponsor 
discussed potential procurement of LiDAR for areas in the upper Touchet River basin, a lower 
reach of the Touchet River, the upper Coppei Creek basin, and the Patit Creek basin, but this 
task was not listed in the scope of work or in the budget. 

The geographic scope of work encompasses ~150 stream miles, including;Touchet River, 

Middle MSA (Priority Restoration and Protection Reach) the Touchet River MSA begins at 

the Highway 125 Bridge and continues up river to its confluencewith Patit Creek in the City of 

Dayton. The priority restoration reach begins at the confluence of Coppei Creek and 

continues up river to the confluence with Patit Creek in the City of Dayton,including the 

tributary Coppei Creek up stream to McCown Road Bridge. Coppei Creek above McCown 

Road Bridge is designated as priority protection. Limiting factors include fine sediment, water 

temperature, habitat quality, habitat quantity, confinement, and riparian and floodplain 

function, Touchet River, Upper MSA (Priority Restoration Reach) the Upper Touchet River 

MSA priority restoration reach begins at the confluence of Patit Creek in the City of Dayton 

up river to the headwaters including major tributaries (North Fork, South Fork, Wolf Fork & 

the tributaries of these streams). Limiting factors for the upper Touchet River MSA include 

sedimentation, temperature, flow, habitat diversity, habitat quantity, confinement, and 

riparian function, Patit Creek mSA (Priority Protection Reach) The Patit Creek mSA begins at 
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its mouth on the Touchet River main-stem and extends through the entire watershed. The 

priority protection reach includes only the South Fork Patit Creek with the main-stem and the 

North Fork being non-priority reaches. Limiting factors include channel stability, stream flow, 

habitat quality, fine sediment, water temperature, and key habitat quantity.  I would like to do 

up to the headwaters that are located on the the U.S. Forest Service lands, depending on 

how much input from CCG and RTT will dictate the geographic location to a finer extent.  

There are ~20 stream miles located on USFS lands.  

 

Please provide more specific details on how the findings and conclusions of the Project #09-
1593 Touchet River Geomorphic Assessment will be intergrated into the scope of work of the 
current proposal. 

The Geomorphic Assessment will be a large part of the existing data considering it includes 
~70 miles of the desired project area.  It includes assessments, hydraulic modeling, channel 
conditions, geology and hydrology of the area, small portions of LiDAR imagery and 
conceptual design reaches.   This information is the major basis of the Conceptual Design and 
will dictate what information is available and sufficient for prioritization of reaches and project 
areas and what will still need to be collected and analyzed.    

 

During the past two funding cycles, SRSRB and WDFW have proposed to do PIT tagging 
studies of juvenile salmonids in the Tucannon River, because the conclusions from the 2011 
Tacannon Assessment did not provide a complete coverage of key habitat restoration needs.  
For the proposed Touchet assessment, is there a way to work pro-actively with SRSRB and 
WDFW to learn from conclusions of the Tucannon PIT monitoring studies to better anticipate 
habitat restoration needs in the Touchet? 

This would be part of collecting the existing and new data for the Conceptual Design Plan.  
There currently is data from WDFW Dayton fish traps, redd surveys and a Touchet PIT tag 
array that are available.   The Tucannon River Geomorphic Assessment and Habitat 
Restoration Study does cover the river, from mouth to RM-50.2.  There have been additional 
"Conceptual Restoration Plans as well as an Integrated Species Restoration Prioritization plan 
for the entire river.  The PIT tagging studies of juvenile salmonids referenced were pursued to 
address juvenile life cycle utilization and loss areas.  There is a loss of juvenile fish pre-smolt 
impacting recruitment for future years.  We will include technical review and input on the 
specific question of lessons learned and if that information can be applied in the Touchet plan 
development. 

 

Project Objective #2 is to convene a citizen work group and work with the VSP “Watershed 
Work Group” (WWG) to develop working relationships and seek input and feedback on the 
conceptual restoration plan. The sponsor stated that the study will ideally provide technical 
analysis to reinforce VSP efforts to identify opportunities for implementing agricultural buffers 
at locations where they will be most effective for protecting and improving water quality.  
Please elaborate on the $20,000 budget item for “contracted services for stakeholder 
outreach.”  What is planned for this task and how will it integrate into the project deliverables?  
Will there be separate WWG’s for Walla Walla and Columbia counties?  How will the citizen 
work group interact efficiently with the WWGs of each county?  While there are obvious 
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opportunities to support both the critical area protection goals of the VSP WWG planning 
efforts and SRSRB’s salmon recovery goals, the primary focus of this project must be on 
planning strategic, high benefit habitat restoration and projection projects.  

We acknowledge our references to VSP has caused confusion.  VSP and SRSRB salmon 
recover goals are different in intent.  Our point being, that through the VSP process the 
interface between agricultural and critical areas will have recommendations to protect/enhance 
water quality parameters on a voluntary basis.  CCD believes the opportunity exists to expand 
on this voluntary involvement to include salmon recovery actions.  The potential to leverage 
these two programs to expand natural resources improvements would be beneficial. 
The CTWG for this proposal is expected to include representation from the VSP Watershed 
Work Group, Regional Technical Team, Fisheries Co-Managers and others.  CCD will work 
with Walla Walla County Conservation District to identify and recruit landowner representation 
from the Waitsburg area.  We have also identified limited funds under this proposal to support 
WWCCD staff involvement as a result of earlier discussions addressing CCD proposing work 
in Walla Walla County.   
The $20,000 budget proposed for contracted outreach services reflects our intent to maintain 
a high level of local interaction.  The tasks of this budget will consist of district staff and the 
consultants time and travel to participate in the outreach meetings, the design of informational 
drafts and the time it takes to reach out to the individual landowners. These tasks will integrate 
back to the deliverables buy providing feedback from landowners and work groups about what 
is identified as important to the stakeholders and the concerned public.  We anticipate 
numerous sub-watershed (neighborhood type) meetings as well as some larger watershed 
meeting, identifying landowner concerns, feedback on intent, goals and objectives and most 
importantly landowner acceptance. If each sub-watershed is broken out, then there will be 
multiple meetings.  The Sub-watersheds are planned as follows; 1.) the main-stem Touchet 
from the highway 125 bridge upstream to Dayton including the Coppei forks,  2.) from Dayton, 
upstream of the main-stem to the headwaters of the Northfork Touchet, 3.) The Wolf Fork and 
Robinson Creek watersheds along with their tributaries. 4.) the South Fork Touchet, 5.) the 
Patit Watershed.  There are separate WWG’s for VSP in each county, but there will be only 
one CTWG that will be made up of folks from both counties.  The plan will be to attend or 
participate in the Walla Walla VSP as well as the Dayton VSP to gather as much information, 
input and willing participants as possible for the CTWG.  The focus will be on planning 
strategic, high benefit habitat restoration and protection projects with as much input and 
feedback form the CTWG and general public through general public outreach.  The key to 
implementing these projects in the future will be from the outreach and relationships that are 
done through this project. Historic CCD program success is based on voluntary landowner 
involvement, contributions and acceptance, without this, a plan is only a plan not a working 
document. 

 
2. Missing Pre-application information. 

.  
3. General Comments: 

  

 
4. Staff Comments: 

As we discussed, the Walla Walla Conservation District used the USFS geomorphologist 
team to conduct an assessment on Coppei Creek (project 08-2039 
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=08-2039).  
Please review that grant and speak with Walla Walla CD to better understand what work was 
already done so as not to duplicate efforts.   
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Please be sure to address all comments I provided when I reviewed the application in May (if 
you haven’t already done so), along with completing all other final application requirements 
listed in Section 3 of RCO Manual 18 
http://www.rco.wa.gov/documents/manuals&forms/Manual_18.pdf .  NOTE that all changes 
to your proposal shoud be made using “track changes” in Word. 

 

Sponsor Response instructions:  

Revise your project proposals using “track changes” and update any relevant PRISM questions and 
attachments. Fill out the section at the end of your project proposal to document how you responded 
to comments.  

 

 

Response to Post-Application Comments 

Please describe how you’ve responded to the review panel’s post-application comments. We 

recommend that you list each of the review panel’s comments and questions and identify how you 

have responded. You also may use this space to respond directly to the comments. 

http://www.rco.wa.gov/documents/manuals&forms/Manual_18.pdf
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Touchet River above Dayton. 

 

 

Patit Creek above Dayton. 



Amount Amount Match

Funding not reported 

in PRISM

Category Task Description Qty Rate

Conceptual design Contract Services 1.00                     182,000.00$                182,000$                      182,000$                      -$                              -$                              

Other  Project Management Justin 578.40                 23.00$                          13,303$                        5,300$                          8,003$                          -$                              

Administrative Contract Management Deb 432.00                 40.00$                          17,280$                        8,000$                          9,280$                          -$                              

Other CTUIR -$                              

Other Tech Assistance WWCD 80.00                   25.00$                          2,000$                          2,000$                          -$                              

Other RTT 2,500$                          -$                              2,500$                          -$                              

Other Terry 361.00                 49.00$                          17,689$                        17,689$                        

Other Travel / Perdiem/ Mileage 5,000.00              0.54$                            2,700$                          2,700$                          -$                              

Other meetings/ postage/communications -$                              600$                             600$                             -$                              -$                              

 -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              

-$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              

-$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              

-$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              

-$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                              

STotal 238,072$                      200,600$                      37,472$                        -$                              

Description Approved Rate  Total Project Base 

Indirect 0.000% -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                               $                                -   

Indirect 0.000% -$                              -$                              -$                              -$                               $                                -   

STotal -$                              -$                              -$                               $                                -   

GTOTAL 238,072$                     200,600$                     37,472$                        -$                              

PRISM Project Total  $                     238,072 

RCO Percentage Match Percentage

0.842602238 15.74%

Indirect Costs 

Design Costs



Salmon Recovery Funding Board
Application Authorization

Organization Name: Columbia Conservation District

Project Name and Number (s) Touchet River Conceptual Design Plan

This form authorizes submitting application(s) for grant funding assistance for salmon recovery project(s) to the

Salmon Recovery Funding Board as provided in RCW 77.85, WAC 420 and subsequent Legislative action.

WHEREAS, under the provisions of the Salmon Recovery Act, state grant assistance is requested to aid in

financing the cost of _200,600_ [inserL acqu'sition, restorotion, enhancement, plonning, ond/or monitoring];

and

WHEREAS, our organization considers it in the best public interest to complete the project described in the

application(s).

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IS RESOLVED thAt:

1. The Columbia Conservation District Chairman is authorized to make formal application to the Salmon

Recovery Funding Board for grant assistance.

2. Our organization has reviewed the sample project agreement on the Recreation and Conservation Office's

web site at http://www.rco.wa.gov/documents/manuals&forms/SampleProjAgreement.pdf and authorize

Clay Hutchins to enter into such a project agreement, if funding is awarded. We understand and

acknowledge that the project agreement will contain the indemnification (applicable to any sponsor) and

waiver of sovereign immunity (applicable to Tribes) and other terms and conditions that are contained in
the sample project agreement.

3. Any grant assistance received will be used for direct costs associated with implementation of the project

referenced above.

4. Our organization expects our matching share of proJect funding will be derived from District and

Commission Funds and meets the requirements of WAC 420-12-040. ln addition, our organization

understands it is responsible for supporting all non-cash commitments to this project should they not
materialize.

5. We acknowledge that if the Salmon Recovery Funded Board approves grant assistance for the project(s), the
Recreation and Conservation Office will pay us on only a reimbursement basis, except for a specially
approved advance payment. We understand reimbursement basis means that we will only request payment

from the Recreation and Conservation Office after we incur eligible and allowable costs and pay them. The

Recreation and Conservation Office may also determine an amount of retainage and hold that amount until
the project is complete. The Recreation and Conservation Office may approve advance payments in limited
circumstances, pursuant to WAC 420-12-060 and the policy outlinedin Monual S, Reimbursements.

6. lAcquisition Projeds OnlylWe acknowledge that any propefty acquired with grant assistance be dedicated
for salmon recovery purposes for perpetuity unless othenryise agreed to by our organization and the
Salmon Recovery Funding Board. We agree to dedicate the property in a signed "Deed of Right to Use Land

for Salmon Recovery Purposes" for fee acquisitions, or an "Assignment of Rights" for conservation easement

acquisitions, to be recorded on the title of the property with the county auditor.



7.

9.

10.

lAcquisition Projects OntylWeacknowledge that any property acquired in fee title must be accessible to the

public unless the Recreation and Conservation Office Director or the Salmon Recovery Funding Board

agrees to other restrictions.

lRestoration Projects Only)We acknowledge that any properly restored be maintained for a period of ten

years after the project is complete unless otherwise provided and agreed to by our organization and the

Salmon Recovery Funding Board.

lNon-proftt Orgonbotions Onlyl Our organization certifies it is a registered nonprofit corporation with the

Washington Secretary of State and has been active in protection and enhancement of natural resources.

Should our organization dissolve or disband during the period of this project, we agree to name a successor

organization pursuant to Salmon Recovery Funding Board policy.

This application authorization becomes part of a formal application to the Salmon Recovery Funding Board

for grant assistance.

We provided appropriate opportunity for public comment on this application.

We certify that this resolution was properly and lawfully adopted following the requirements of our
organization and applicable laws and policies and that the person signing as authorized representative is

duly authorized to do so.

This resolution was adopted by our organization during the meeting held:

Location 202 S. 2nd Street. Dayton WA. 99328 Date

Signed and approved by the following authorized representative:

11.

12.

Signed

Title Date 'f' 11'lb

Approved as to form November 19 2015

You moy reproduce this form in your own format;text however may not chonge.
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